Shine Your Light Assembly: You’re Invited (The Shepherds)
Introduction
School assemblies are a fantastic opportunity to connect with children, young people and their families in a community. This assembly will help you to make the most of this opportunity, whilst also respecting the educational ground as you share about Shine Your Light.
This assembly can be adapted for both a primary or a secondary school. Think about the examples you give as these will differ depending on whether you are in a primary or secondary context.
This assembly should take 15-20 minutes depending on your pace. If you need a shorter assembly, the sections with a * are optional.
Try to use an invitational, open and curious tone of voice and, as far as possible, try to use words the children will be familiar with.
The assembly needs to be interactive to hold interest but where the interaction is simple enough that you don’t lose it either! Don’t labour points or take too many ideas, 3 for each question works well.
You may or may not have access to a screen. If you do, try to use it as having a visual element will reinforce your points and help pupils to engage. There are suggestions in the assembly of what to put on screen.
Remember that the focus of schools is education not evangelism, so it’s good to use statements such as, ‘Christians believe…’, ‘As a Christian I believe/think…’, and ‘The Bible says….’
The assembly therme is invitations and it includes a discussion around who gets left out. Be aware that there might be some children who feel left out, so it’s worth sharing the plan with the school beforehand so they can explore this further and support the children.




Theme/Outcomes
The assembly explores the theme of ‘invitation’ linked to story of the shepherds at the first Christmas. 
Pupils will consider who they would invite to a special celebration and contrast this with the shepherds, the outsiders invited to see baby Jesus. 
Pupils will have an opportunity to reflect on who gets left out.
Pupils will hear that Christians believe that everyone is invited. God welcomes everyone.
Pupils will be told about Shine Your Light and that everyone is invited!
As The Children Arrive
If you have access to a screen, then as the pupils enter the assembly room have a slide that asks the following question:
You’re having a special party and can invite ANYONE. 
Who would you invite?
Introduction (2 minutes)
Say, ‘Hello’ and introduce yourself. 
Tell the children that you are excited to be with them.
Trust builds when we know someone so tell the children a bit about yourself. Tell them your name, if you have a job or used to, if you have children and then tell them some ‘fun stuff’ e.g. what’s your favourite pizza topping, crisp and ice-cream flavour. Tell them what you like watching on the tv and any hobbies you have. Tell them the church you go to/are representing. Don’t go into too much detail as you’ve not got long; but with energy and pace, paint a picture of who it is that’s talking to them today.
Party Invitations (5 minutes)
Ask the pupils to put their hands up if they’ve ever invited people to a party?
Ask the pupils what sort of party it was? 
Tell them that you’ll only choose 3 and will choose people who are sitting and listening. If you know the school behaviour policy this is the time to enforce it e.g. ‘I’m going to choose 3 children who I can see are showing us X (name of school) Marvelous Manners (name of behaviour strategy)’.
If they all say birthday party, you might want to give examples of other types of party e.g. wedding, christening, Christmas.
Ask the pupils how they decided who to invite to their party?
Again, tell them that you will choose 3-5 (depending on timing) children who are demonstrating good listening and behaviour. You might want to point to the 3 or 5 you are choosing and number them 1-5 so that the others put their hands down.
Tell the pupils that we often choose family and friends, people we know, and we like! Explain that this makes sense; parties cost money and involve us spending time with people, so it helps if we like them!
Ask the pupils who they would invite to a party if they could invite anyone; anyone in the world who is alive or who has ever lived! 
(Refer to the screen at the start).
Take a few more ideas this time, again, from people who are taking part well but who haven’t answered yet.
You might want to tell the children that when adults were asked this question the top answers often include the Queen (who died in 2022), Albert Einstein, Martin Luther King, Princess Diana, Elvis, David Attenborough, Gandhi, Harriet Tubman  
Try to give examples that the children will have heard of. For younger primary aged children you might want to include people like Julia Donaldson (wrote The Gruffalo), Roald Dahl and Mr Tumble (tv character). Put your examples on a screen if you can.
Who would you invite? Be prepared to share the people you would invite and why.
*For older children, ask what makes someone a good party guest? What is it about the people they’ve mentioned or who are popular with adults, that make us want to invite them?
If you are short on time or with younger children explain that we invite people for different reasons:
This could be a slide on screen if you have access to one.
· People we like (character)
· People who are popular (other people like)
· People who have achieved amazing things
· People who we think look good
· People who are funny
· People we think will be interesting to talk to
Wonder aloud who gets left out.
A Christmas Party (5 minutes)
Explain that it’s nearly Christmas and perhaps they or their families are planning parties and inviting people. They will probably invite family and friends rather than David Attenborough or Julia Donaldson!
Develop this by saying that the first Christmas was very different. 
The Bible says that Mary and Joseph lived at the time of the Roman empire. Caesar, who was in charge, announced that everyone had to travel back to where the men in the family were born, to be counted. This meant that Mary and Joseph travelled from Nazareth, in Israel where they lived, to Bethlehem. 
*You could explain that it’s 90 miles and find somewhere 90 miles away from the school, that the pupils will have heard of, to use as a reference point.
With so many people on the move Bethlehem was busy, the inns were full, and when Jesus was born, the Bible says he was put in a manger, an animal feeding trough.
*Do the pupils know who was invited to Jesus’ birthday party?
Use the same rules for who you choose to answer as earlier
If you can, have an image of shepherds/the nativity on screen. There are lots of images available. Try to choose an image that clearly shows the shepherds and isn’t too detailed/fussy. Consider the different cultures in the school and try to use an image that reflects diversity.
Explain that the people who were invited to Jesus’ birthday celebration weren’t  family, friends or famous. They weren’t good looking, funny, rich or popular and they might not have been very good conversation. The shepherds were some of the people at the time who were least likely to be invited to a celebration. 
· They worked at night when everyone was asleep
· They worked on the edges of the community…outside the city walls
· They would have been dirty, smelly, poor
· They had to do things that other people wouldn’t do and things that meant other people didn’t want to be their friends.
Yet, according to the Bible, angels …God’s special messengers, tell these usually left out shepherds to go and find baby Jesus.
Explain that Christians believe that God sent baby Jesus, his son, into the world to show people what he is like because Christians believe he loves the world and everyone in it.  
Wonder aloud with the children…
Out of everyone who could have been invited, why did God choose to invite shepherds to see baby Jesus?
*If time, use the same rules for hearing responses as earlier or move on to the explanation. Depending on what the children say, try to weave it together and link it to your explanation below.
As a Christian, I think it’s because God wanted us to know that Jesus was sent for everyone, that God doesn’t leave anyone out. God invites everyone because God loves everyone. I don’t think it matters to God whether you’re rich, clever, beautiful, funny. I think God loves everyone and we can see it in who he invited to Jesus’ birthday party. 
The shepherds were some of the people you’d least expect to be there. 
The Bible says that these shepherds, who probably couldn’t read or write, who probably had no money and never got invited to anything ,who weren’t family or friends, understood who Jesus was. 
How do we know this? 
The Bible says that after seeing baby Jesus they went and told other people. The shepherds had news worth sharing.
Think about it…the shepherds had been told by angels…ANGELS to go and see baby Jesus. That doesn’t happen every day. There must have been something special about Jesus. At the time, people believed that  one day God was going to send someone special to rescue people and the whole world. If the shepherds believed that Jesus was this person, it’s not surprising that they wanted to share the news.
Reflection (1 minute)
Schools often end an assembly with a moment of reflection rather than a pratyer.
As you end, invite the pupils to spend a few seconds thinking about who we welcome and invite and  who we leave out. Who are the shepherds today who we might not invite, but Christians believe that God does?
This could be on screen as a question with an image
Invitation (2 minutes)
Explain that as you’ve been talking about invitations you have one for them. Tell them that Shine Your Light is a Christmas celebration full of Christmas carols and the Christmas story that everyone is invited to! Tell them about the local Shine Your Light event you are inviting them to.
This could be an invitation on screen
Ending
Thank the children/staff for inviting you into school and for joining in so well. Be really positive and enthusiastic about them! Look forward to seeing them at Shine Your Light.
Shine Jesus Shine
Some schools sing in assembly, many don’t. Some pupils will know Shine Jesus Shine, others won’t. If it’s appropriate to play Shine Jesus Shine you could use it before or during the reflection. Introduce it as a song that wasn’t written about the shepherds but could be sung by them because they were invited out of the shadows to meet the light of the world,  Jesus. 
If you choose to play/sing the song you might introduce some of the signs/actions to the children. 
Another option is to play the song as the children leave and explain in your invitation to Shine Your Light that it’s a song people will sing at the event.
